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prize fights ending in the death of one of the combatants
were formerly-witnessed even in western countries. The
fight between Jarasandha and Bhima, as described in the
Mahabharata, is not so absurd as it has subsequently
been made by later poets, who state that the two
halves of Jarasandha's body joined together as often
as they were severed, and Krishna at last asked Bhima
to change sides in throwing the halves which then could
not join to form a body.
Jarasandha destroyed, there remained nobody who
could oppose the Pandavas in their ambitious designs.
To assume, however, universal sovereignty a formal con-
quest of the four quarters of tjhe known world was
necessary, and Arjuna, Bhima, Nakula and Sahadeva*
taking divisions of armies with them, went north, east,
west and south, receiving submission from and fighting
with, where necessary, the various peoples who lived in
those regions. An enumeration of these people 5s made
in the Mahabharata and is very important as it shows
the geographical knowledge at the time of Chandra
Gupta if not of the Pandavas themselves. Having thus
conquered the whole world the Pandavas with the
advice of Krishna decided to declare themselves the
master of the Aryan world. Among the ancient Aryans
of India every event was celebrated by the performance
of a sacrifice as in modern Europe by the delivery of a
speech. The assumption of universal sovereignty was
in ancient India signalised by the performance of what
was called the Rajasuyayajnya. A great hall like the
amphi-theatre which was just erected in Dehli had been
built by the Asura Maya in gratitude for his deliverance